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Acculturation

• Definition of acculturation:
„Acculturation comprehends those phenomena which result 
when groups of individuals having different cultures come into 
continuous first-hand contact, with subsequent changes in the 
original culture patterns of either or both groups.“

(Redfield, Linton & Herskovits, 1936)

• Acculturation typologies  
- First psychological theory of acculturation: Thomas and 

Znaniecki (1918)

- Rudmin (2003) identified 126 taxonomies (1918-2003)

- Berry et al. (1984) established taxonomy 
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Different conceptualizations of 
acculturation

• Snauwaert, Soenens & Boen (2003): 
Different conceptualizations of 
acculturation orientations lead to 
different classifications

• Liebkind (2001): The concepts of 
identity and acculturation are used 
interchangeably

• Rudmin (2003): List includes different  
typologies 

Compared 
identification, 
adoption of 
mainstream culture, 
and contact of 
immigrants in Belgium

More research needed 
to elucidate the 
relation between the 
two concepts

Typologies are based 
on different 
operational definitions
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Research Question I

Which acculturation typologies can be 
identified on the basis of

• attitudes

• identification

• command of language 

• contact

of adult immigrants in Germany?
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Sex

N=442

female
(56%)

male
(44%)
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Education 

N=439

University degree
(53%)

Primary or 
secondary school 
without university 

entrance qualification
(8%)

No degree obtained
(1%)

Apprenticeship/ 
vocational training

(12%)

Secondary school 
with univeristy 

entrance qualification
(26%)
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Proportion of lifetime spent in Germany

N=418

more than 66 %
(27%)

33 to 66 % 
(26%)

less than 33 %
(47%)
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Inglehart-Welzel Cultural Map of the World 
(2005):
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Culture of origin 

N=439

Latin American
(8%)

African
(11%)

South Asian
(33%)

Ex-Communist
(23%)

Confucian
(4%)

catholic European
(18%)

Other
(3%)
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Conceptualizations of acculturation

Attitude Identity Language Contact
1 2 3 4

• Ethnic 
identification:
I feel “Turkish”.

• Mainstream 
identification:
I feel German.

• Heritage culture:
I often behave in 
ways that are 
‘typical’ of my 
heritage culture.

• Mainstream 
culture:
I often behave in 
ways that are 
‘typically’ 
German.

• Ethnic language 
proficiency:
How well do you 
speak “Turkish”? 

• German 
language 
proficiency:
How well do you 
speak German? 

• Ethnic Friends:
How many 
“Turkish” friends 
do you have?

• German Friends:
How many 
German friends 
do you have?

Comparison of different 
cluster analyses
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Results

70%0%18%12%Contact

0%14%13%73%Language

16%25%15%44%Identity

25%8%17%50%Attitude

indifferentseparatedassimilatedintegrated

No correlation
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Distribution of individuals across 
different conceptualizations

Individual Identity Attitude Language Friends
EP1607 1 1 1 1GA2209 1 1 1 1PC0501 1 1 1 1SS2810 1 1 1 1CE1901 1 1 1 1CG2301 1 1 1 1IO2906 1 1 1 1LE1707 1 1 1 1MM1804 1 1 1 1OT1505 1 1 1 1RA1502 1 1 1 1RW2102 1 1 1 1EA2207 1 1 1 2KA2803 1 1 1 2LA1211 1 1 1 2MJ2212 1 1 1 2SJ3108 1 1 1 2SK1107 1 1 1 2AC1907 1 1 1 4BC1408 1 1 1 4DA0103 1 1 1 4DA2109 1 1 1 4EV1505 1 1 1 4FM2302 1 1 1 4FM2509 1 1 1 4IA2204 1 1 1 4IM2002 1 1 1 4KS1211 1 1 1 4LE2212 1 1 1 4MA0608 1 1 1 4MA1203 1 1 1 4MB2106 1 1 1 4MF0508 1 1 1 4MJ1010 1 1 1 4MM1601 1 1 1 4MM2411 1 1 1 4MN1306 1 1 1 4MO1804 1 1 1 4NJ0705 1 1 1 4NM1104 1 1 1 4NN1804 1 1 1 4NN2501 1 1 1 4NT2910 1 1 1 4OD3001 1 1 1 4SA0507 1 1 1 4SE2704 1 1 1 4SE2803 1 1 1 4SH2708 1 1 1 4SJ1804 1 1 1 4NF0710 1 1 1 4DA0509 1 1 2 1BD0209 1 1 2 4BL1102 1 1 2 4FA0104 1 1 2 4FA3007 1 1 2 4GE0709 1 1 2 4HN0503 1 1 2 4LJ0411 1 1 2 4MH0105 1 1 2 4NS1301 1 1 2 4OM2305 1 1 2 4RO1503 1 1 2 4LJ0405 1 1 3 1BJ1202 1 1 3 1GL3105 1 1 3 2KF2502 1 1 3 2AS2711 1 1 3 4BM0809 1 1 3 4CM2503 1 1 3 4EJ3010 1 1 3 4GM0712 1 1 3 4JE2807 1 1 3 4JZ0407 1 1 3 4MI0910 1 1 3 4RM1305 1 1 3 4AA1005 1 2 1 1PH0101 1 2 1 1EE1902 1 2 1 2SS1909 1 2 1 2LF1001 1 2 1 2AB2711 1 2 1 4AG1711 1 2 1 4AH3009 1 2 1 4AM3101 1 2 1 4EE0704 1 2 1 4FH0107 1 2 1 4HE0512 1 2 1 4JS0705 1 2 1 4LW0204 1 2 1 4ME2308 1 2 1 4MR2809 1 2 1 4MS1605 1 2 1 4OJ0705 1 2 1 4RM2509 1 2 1 4RH2705 1 2 1 4CM2506 1 2 2 4PB2406 1 2 2 4MD0306 1 2 3 1SI1803 1 2 3 1KS1202 1 2 3 2LI1405 1 2 3 2MJ0409 1 2 3 2AS1903 1 2 3 4ER2412 1 2 3 4SE0607 1 2 3 4MT2312 1 3 1 1DA1402 1 3 1 2GA1607 1 3 1 2GH1510 1 3 1 2M-1-1-1 1 3 1 2DS1903 1 3 1 2BB0705 1 3 1 4DQ3006 1 3 1 4ER1906 1 3 1 4ES1905 1 3 1 4JV2108 1 3 1 4KL1311 1 3 1 4LJ0807 1 3 1 4NK0401 1 3 1 4RH0509 1 3 1 4SM2110 1 3 1 4SR0404 1 3 1 4MM1606 1 3 1 4JS3001 1 3 2 4CW0309 1 4 1 1AN2902 1 4 1 2FM1002 1 4 1 2GS2512 1 4 1 2IS2908 1 4 1 2MI1606 1 4 1 2SR0102 1 4 1 2AS0604 1 4 1 4BS0107 1 4 1 4CB2310 1 4 1 4DD0310 1 4 1 4GA0303 1 4 1 4GM1312 1 4 1 4IA0212 1 4 1 4IM1711 1 4 1 4JA0704 1 4 1 4LD0708 1 4 1 4LG0608 1 4 1 4MI2807 1 4 1 4MJ2907 1 4 1 4MP0906 1 4 1 4SE2411 1 4 1 4SF2901 1 4 1 4SS3010 1 4 1 4MS1707 1 4 2 1II2207 1 4 2 1DE0412 1 4 2 4EE0910 1 4 2 4HA1405 1 4 2 4HR0502 1 4 3 1EG2512 1 4 3 2EE1001 1 4 3 4EO2305 1 4 3 4IL1001 1 4 3 4KK0202 1 4 3 4NN1211 1 4 3 4GS0101 2 1 1 1MS1203 2 1 1 1FN0704 2 1 1 2IG1004 2 1 1 2LD1010 2 1 1 2RB0108 2 1 1 2AL0609 2 1 1 4IB2001 2 1 1 4MB1008 2 1 1 4PA0803 2 1 1 4PD0511 2 1 1 4SH2704 2 1 1 4SM1105 2 1 1 4AI2206 2 1 1 4AM1512 2 1 1 4CO1009 2 1 1 4EE1403 2 1 1 4HJ1012 2 1 1 4IA1410 2 1 1 4IM1307 2 1 1 4MN1603 2 1 1 4NT2802 2 1 1 4NW2803 2 1 1 4PK1605 2 1 1 4RJ2008 2 1 1 4AN0907 2 1 2 4SS1305 2 1 2 4SA0812 2 1 2 4KM1610 2 1 3 1AA3010 2 1 3 4FD1902 2 1 3 4MT2607 2 2 1 1CR2201 2 2 1 4IC1412 2 2 1 4AB2509 2 2 1 4OS0703 2 2 1 4SM1004 2 2 1 4LM2908 2 2 2 4AJ0712 2 2 3 4SE0709 2 3 1 2GZ0102 2 4 1 1JK1810 2 4 1 1AK0511 2 4 1 2KY2703 2 4 1 2NS0107 2 4 1 2CN0104 2 4 1 2GR2611 2 4 1 2MI0307 2 4 1 2SS0206 2 4 1 2AA1410 2 4 1 4FJ2312 2 4 1 4CL1401 2 4 1 4EE0601 2 4 1 4KS0103 2 4 1 4AM0903 2 4 2 4LU1711 2 4 2 4RD2206 2 4 3 4MS1410 3 1 1 1MV1411 3 1 1 1MU1901 3 1 1 1EA0710 3 1 1 2MJ2501 3 1 1 2MM0906 3 1 1 2NW1410 3 1 1 2ST2703 3 1 1 2AF1504 3 1 1 4AI0709 3 1 1 4AN0110 3 1 1 4BD3007 3 1 1 4CA1101 3 1 1 4EB2111 3 1 1 4EC0507 3 1 1 4ES0304 3 1 1 4GK2507 3 1 1 4HS2905 3 1 1 4IE2401 3 1 1 4IH2205 3 1 1 4II1212 3 1 1 4JM2412 3 1 1 4KN1202 3 1 1 4KT3008 3 1 1 4LH1308 3 1 1 4LT2411 3 1 1 4MC0112 3 1 1 4MD1509 3 1 1 4ME1902 3 1 1 4MK1004 3 1 1 4MM2001 3 1 1 4MS0109 3 1 1 4NY2410 3 1 1 4SA2008 3 1 1 4SE2704 3 1 1 4SI2810 3 1 1 4SÖ2806 3 1 1 4AA2204 3 1 2 2FB0107 3 1 2 2LL2009 3 1 2 4MM1911 3 1 2 4RM1109 3 1 2 4SR2205 3 1 2 4RA0609 3 1 3 1LD0611 3 1 3 4LW2308 3 1 3 4PY1502 3 1 3 4FS0609 3 2 1 1SM2506 3 2 1 1SA2410 3 2 1 1CN1111 3 2 1 2JB2209 3 2 1 2AJ0808 3 2 1 4CK0808 3 2 1 4CR2609 3 2 1 4DJ1401 3 2 1 4FS2102 3 2 1 4IJ0203 3 2 1 4IY2005 3 2 1 4KM1108 3 2 1 4SL0812 3 2 1 4AS0905 3 2 2 2RF0908 3 2 2 4AM0504 3 2 3 4SE0101 3 3 1 2CS0101 3 3 1 4KF1801 3 3 1 4OS2810 3 3 1 4SÖ2903 3 3 1 4RB1012 3 4 1 1CA2304 3 4 1 1FM1003 3 4 1 2AP1803 3 4 1 4EL0508 3 4 1 4EN0511 3 4 1 4FZ0705 3 4 1 4GM2307 3 4 1 4HF0512 3 4 1 4JK1912 3 4 1 4MF0906 3 4 1 4MN2209 3 4 1 4RN0101 3 4 1 4SN0302 3 4 1 4SÖ1002 3 4 1 4SS2109 3 4 1 4NI0706 3 4 2 2HM2608 3 4 2 4RT0909 3 4 2 4DM2008 3 4 3 2EN2111 3 4 3 2AA0606 3 4 3 4AT1003 3 4 3 4AZ0107 3 4 3 4JJ1211 3 4 3 4LM3110 3 4 3 4MB0708 3 4 3 4CM2609 4 1 1 1EE0709 4 1 1 2IR1603 4 1 1 2ST2712 4 1 1 2NU1203 4 1 1 2AO0101 4 1 1 4DF2504 4 1 1 4EC0604 4 1 1 4EK2911 4 1 1 4HZ0606 4 1 1 4LK1901 4 1 1 4MC0304 4 1 1 4MM0701 4 1 1 4MR2004 4 1 1 4NF2007 4 1 1 4NS1708 4 1 1 4RA1510 4 1 1 4SI0512 4 1 1 4SV1501 4 1 1 4AH0504 4 1 1 4AF2210 4 1 2 2SE1110 4 1 2 2SF0101 4 1 2 2FG2402 4 1 2 4HA1910 4 1 2 4RN1506 4 1 2 4MM0802 4 1 3 2EJ2608 4 1 3 4EM0805 4 1 3 4LK3010 4 1 3 4ME1807 4 1 3 4AA1302 4 2 1 1MA0404 4 2 1 1SA1206 4 2 1 1HE2612 4 2 1 2AE1602 4 2 1 4EC1210 4 2 1 4IP1910 4 2 1 4HN1408 4 2 2 4KN2806 4 3 1 1BE1001 4 3 1 4CS2108 4 3 1 4EM0111 4 3 1 4HÖ1808 4 3 1 4MA0804 4 3 1 4SG0902 4 4 1 1IJ2505 4 4 1 2SE0810 4 4 1 2-1N2703 4 4 1 4AC1710 4 4 1 4AE2905 4 4 1 4AR1011 4 4 1 4AS1706 4 4 1 4GK1509 4 4 1 4IA2801 4 4 1 4SE0506 4 4 2 1FN0106 4 4 2 2GC0408 4 4 2 4SC1608 4 4 2 4BN0108 4 4 3 4

Comparison of 
results shows little 
convergence 
between different 
conceptualizations

red: integrated yellow: assimilated green: separated blue: indifferent
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Research Question II 

Do the proportions of individuals from 
different ethnic backgrounds across the 
different types of acculturation differ as a 
function of the underlying conceptualization 
of acculturation?
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Results: Attitude & Culture

(X2=24.293, p= n.s.)

100.0 
(N=419)

100.0 
(N=110)

100.0 
(N=34)

100.0 
(N=73)

100.0 
(N=202)

Total

3.8 (N=16)5.5 (0.9)8.8 (1.5)2.7 (-0.5)2.5 (-1.0)Confucian

8.1 (N=34)7.3 (-0.3)0.0 (-1.7)6.8 (-0.4)10.4 (1.1)
Latin 
American

10.7 (N=45)7.3 (-1.1)8.8 (-0.3)13.7 (0.8)11.9 (0.5)Africa

19.1 (N=80)10.9 (-2.0)14.7 (-0.6)21.9 (0.6)23.3 (1.4)
Catholic
Europe

24.8 (N=104)24.5 (-0.1)26.5  (0.2)24.7  (-0.0)24.8 (-0.0)
Ex-
Communist

33.4 (N=140)44.5 (2.0)41.2 (0.8)30.1 (-0.5)27.2 (-1.5)South Asia

Totalindifferentseparatedassimilatedintegrated

Frequency in %
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Results: Identification & Culture 

(X2=25.414, p=.045)

100.0 
(N=419)

100.0 
(N=70)

100.0 
(N=103)

100.0 
(N=63)

100.0 
(N=183)

Total

3.8 (N=16)1.4 (-1.0)6.8 (1.5)3.2 (-0.3)3.3 (-0.4)Confucian

8.1 (N=34)7.1 (-0.3)6.8 (-0.5)4.8 (-0.9)10.4 (1.1)
Latin 
American

10.5 (N=44)5.7 (-1.2)9.7 (-0.2)9.5 (-0.2)13.1(1.1)Africa

19.1 (N=80)20.0 (0.2)17.5 (-0.4)12.7 (-1.2)21.9 (0.9)
Catholic
Europe

24.6 (N=103)14.3 (-1.7)26.2 (0.3)31.7 (1.1)25.1 (0.2)
Ex-
Communist

33.9 (N=142)51.4 (2.5)33.0 (-0.2)38.1 (0.6)26.2 (-1.8)South Asia

Totalindifferentseparatedassimilatedintegrated

Frequency in %
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Results: Language & Culture 

(X2=28.315, p=.002)

100.0 (N=405)100.0 (N=58)100.0 (N=53)100.0 (N=294)Total

4.0 (N=16)10.3 (2.5)3.8 (-0.1)2.7 (-1.1) Confucian

8.1 (N=33)8.6 (0.1)0.0 (-2.1)9.5 (0.8) Latin American

11.1 (N=45)13.8 (0.6)9.4 (-0.4)10.9 (-0.1) Africa

19.3 (N=78)19.0 (-0.1)15.1 (-0.7)20.1 (0.3) 
Catholic
Europe

24.4 (N=99)29.3 (0.7)15.1 (-1.4)25.2 (0.3)Ex-Communist

33.1 (N=134)19.0 (-1.9)56.6 (3.0)31.6 (-0.4)South Asia

Totalseparatedassimilatedintegrated

Frequency in %
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Results: Contact & Culture 

(X2=9.017, p= n.s.)

100.0 (N=369)100.0 (N=260)100.0 (N=66)100.0 (N=43)Total

4.3 (N=16)3.8 (-0.4)6.1 (0.7)4.7 (0.1)Confucian

8.9 (N=33)9.2 (0.2)7.6 (-0.4)9.3 (0.1)Latin American

11.9 (N=44)11.9 (-0.0)10.6 (-0.3)14.0 (0.4)Africa

19.0 (N=70)18.5 (-0.2)15.2 (-0.7)27.9 (1.3)
Catholic
Europe

24.4 (N=90)26.9 (0.8)24.2 (-0.0)9.3 (-2.0)Ex-Communist

31.4 (N=116)29.6 (-0.5)36.4 (0.7)34.9 (0.4)South Asia

Totalindifferentassimilatedintegrated

Frequency in %
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Main results

Different conceptualizations of 
acculturation lead to different 
distributions of the typologies

Different cultures of origin show 
different patterns of acculturation 
dependent on the conceptualization

Conceptualizations should 
be taken into account in 
research and political 
decisions
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